AN ENGAGED, EXPERIENCED FACULTY

CREATING YOUR WORK OF ART
Whether you like drawing, painting, sculpture, or art history, you’ll be
able to express yourself effectively in Rock Valley College art courses.

REAL-WORLD CAREERS
Creating art isn’t just an expression of individuality and creativity —
it can lead you wherever you want your life to go.

WHO DO YOU WANT TO BE?
Animator or illustrator working in time-based media for
video games, film, or TV or a variety of media
Architect or interior designer creating the spaces where
people live, work, and play
Art historian working at a museum or in education
Industrial designer or graphic designer shaping products
or creating ads for things people use every day
Studio artist working independently to create
and market your own work
Teacher leading students in elementary and secondary
schools, or colleges and art schools

GET STARTED TODAY!

When you take art courses at Rock Valley College, you’ll learn from
exceptionally qualified, seasoned faculty — artists and designers in
their own right, whose highly acclaimed work appears in shows and
exhibits throughout the U.S.
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Professor
A.A., Rock Valley College
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M.F.A., Northern Illinois Univ.
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Associate Professor
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M.F.A., Northern Illinois Univ.
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M.F.A., University of Illinois
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Valerie Olafson

ART PROGRAM
Make your future a masterpiece.

B.A., Northern Illinois Univ.
M.A., Northern Illinois Univ.
M.F.A., Northern Illinois Univ.

Want to know more?
Connect with an art faculty member today!
Contact Matthew Vincent, (815) 921-3355
M.Vincent@RockValleyCollege.edu

Visit us at: RockValleyCollege.edu and click on
GET STARTED at RVC
Want help designing a course of study based upon your individual
career goals? We’re here to help you create your future.

ART DEPARTMENT
3301 N. Mulford Road | Rockford, IL 61114-5699
(815) 921-3355
RockValleyCollege.edu/Art
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ART PROGRAM

Additional courses include:

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

ART HISTORY
Art 131 Introduction to Visual Arts ...................................... 3

A focus on the fine arts — with a carefully curated selection
of studio and art history courses — provides a well-rounded
experience.

Art 251 History of Art I.................................................................. 3

FIRST YEAR FOUNDATION ART COURSES
When you take the foundation courses your first year at RVC,
you have a strong basis to build on. These courses are the core
essentials, no matter where or how far you plan to take your
art studies.
The foundation art courses are:
• prerequisites for other art courses
• transfer well to many four-year art programs
• required if you opt for any art certifications or degrees
at RVC and beyond

FOUNDATION COURSES ..................... SEMESTER HOURS
Art 101 Drawing and Composition I .................................... 3
An introduction to fundamental techniques and
concepts of representational and expressive
drawing with a variety of media

Art 102 Drawing and Composition II................................... 3
A continuation of Art 101

Art 103 Design I ................................................................................. 3
A study of basic artistic expression in
two-dimensional design

Art 203 Design II................................................................................ 3
Covers three-dimensional design

A study of aesthetic concepts and their expression in
the great art of all periods
A study of the major monuments in architecture,
paintings, and sculpture through the Byzantine and
Islamic eras

Art 252 History of Art II................................................................ 3
Continuation of Art 251 from the medieval period
to the 18th century

Art 253 History of Art III............................................................... 3
Continuation of Art 252 from the romantic period
to the contemporary period

Art 141 Intro to Nonwestern Visual Art .............................. 3
A study of the cultural and aesthetic values of the
Oriental, Native American, African, and Oceanic
peoples of the world

DRAWING
Art 201 Life Drawing...................................................................... 3
A figurative approach emphasizing drawing and
composition from the structure, proportions, and
movement of the human model through contour,
gesture, and representational and exercises in a
variety of media

Art 215 Intaglio Printmaking .................................................... 3
An introduction to traditional and contemporary
techniques in the intaglo printmaking process

CERAMICS
Art 121 Ceramics I......................................................................... 3
An introduction to the fundamental techniques and
concepts of the ceramic arts

Art 122 Ceramics II ....................................................................... 3
A continuation of Art 121

Art 216 Relief Printmaking ........................................................ 3

SPECIAL INTEREST
Art 283 Art in Elementary Schools...................................... 3

DESIGN
Art 104 Color Theory..................................................................... 3

Art 299 Advanced Art Projects ........................................1-4

An introduction to traditional and contemporary
techniques in the relief printmaking process

A study of the formal and expressive properties of
color, based on formal theories

An introduction to art education with emphasis on
various approaches to elementary art education,
art activities and displays in the classroom, and
evaluation
For advanced art students to concentrate on an
area of interest

Art 115 Intro to Commercial Art ............................................ 4
A study of the layout of photo-ready art for
reproduction used in commercial art

PAINTING
Art 111 Painting I ............................................................................. 3
An introduction to the painting medium and
creative approaches to individual problem solving

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN, GROW, AND SHOW
Presenting your work is an important aspect of your growth as
an artist. Display your artwork at the Annual Juried High
School Art Show, the Annual RVC Student Art Show, and local
and regional art exhibitions. It’s all part of our goal to give you a
genuine experience in the art field.

Art 212 Painting II ............................................................................ 3
Continuation of Art 111

RockValleyCollege.edu/Art

