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Rock Valley College
Testing Center
Introducing
Students to
ACCUPLACER®

An Inside Look
at the Placement Test
Includes the following tests:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reading Comprehension
Sentence Skills (English)
WritePlacer
Elementary Algebra
Arithmetic
College-Level Math (is available for students seeking upper-level math classes)
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Purpose of ACCUPLACER

•
•
•

Measures a level of readiness for college-level courses in
the areas of Reading, English and Math.
Aids advisors in helping students determine course
selections.
Determines whether developmental or college level
placement is best for student success. (This is not a
“pass” or “fail” placement test.)
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General Information

Approximately 20 multiple-choice questions per test
Computer-based
No time limit
No fee for 1st time – 1 retest is available at $5.00/test
Students may not access other websites, translators, or calculators (unless
oﬀered within the test.)
• Immediate score results
• Photo ID is required
• Testing accommodations approved by the Oﬃce of Disability Support Services
(815)921-2356
•
•
•
•
•
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Personal Background Information

• Some personal and
background information
is requested before you
begin testing.
• You will be asked to
include information such
as Student ID, Name, and
Address.
• There are only two
screens that require you
to type. If you need
assistance completing it,
we can help you.
4
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Reading Comprehension

The ACCUPLACER Reading Comprehension test measures your ability to
understand what you read, to identify main ideas and to make
inferences.
The test also measures your ability to distinguish between direct
statements and supporting ideas.
There are

Two Types
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of questions.
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Reading Comprehension

Type 1

Type 2

Short and long passages are
followed by a question. The question
requires you to process the
information you read.
•
•
•

How are statements in the
passage related to the main
idea or a secondary idea?
Can you use or apply
information in the passage to
make decisions?
Are you able to make
inferences (conclusions,
assumptions, implications)
about the information in the
passage?

Two sentences are presented
followed by a question about the
relationship between the two
sentences.
•
•
•
•
6

The question may ask, what does
the second sentence do?
Does it support what is stated in
the ﬁrst sentence?
Does it contradict it?
Or does it repeat the same
information?
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Reading Comprehension
Type 1 – Sample Question

Read the statement or passage and then choose the best answer to the
question. Answer the question based on what is implied in the
statement or passage.
It is said that a smile is universally understood and nothing triggers a smile more
universally than a taste of sugar. Nearly everyone loves sugar. Infant studies
indicate that humans are born with an innate love of sweets. Based on statistics, a
lot of people in Great Britain must be smiling because on average, every man,
woman, and child in that country consumes 95 pounds of sugar each year.
From this passage it seems safe to conclude that the English
A. do not know that too much sugar is unhealthy.
B. eat desserts at every meal.
C. are fonder of sweets than most people.
D. have more cavities than any other people
.
7

Correct answer (C)
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Reading Comprehension
Type 2 – Sample Question
Two underlined sentences are followed by a question or statement.
Read the sentences, then choose the best answer to the question or the best
completion of the statement.
The Midwest is experiencing its worst drought in ﬁfteen years.
Corn and soybean prices are expected to be very high this year.
What does the second sentence do?
A. It restates the idea found in the ﬁrst.
B. It states an eﬀect.
C. It gives an example.
D. It analyzes the statement made in the ﬁrst.8
Correct answer (B)
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Sentence Skills (English)

What makes sentences
complete & clear?

The ACCUPLACER Sentence Skills test measures your understanding of
sentence structure. Some questions deal with the logic of the sentence
while others deal with the relationship between two sentences.
There are

2 Types
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of questions.
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Sentence Skills (English)

Type 1

Type 2
Construction Shift These questions ask you
to rewrite the question
according to the criteria
shown. The goal is to
maintain, in the rewritten
sentence, essentially the
same meaning as the
original sentence.

Sentence correction These questions ask
you to choose the most
appropriate word or
phrase to substitute for
the portion of the
sentence that is
underlined.
10
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Sentence Skills (English)
Type 1 – Sample Question
Select the best version of the underlined part of the sentence. The ﬁrst
choice is the same as the original sentence. If you think the original sentence
is best, choose the ﬁrst answer.
To walk, biking, and driving are Pat’s favorite ways of getting around.
A. To walk, biking, and driving
B. Walking, biking, and driving
C. To walk, biking, and to drive
D. To walk, to bike, and also driving
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Correct Answer (B)
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Sentence Skills (English)
Type 2 – Sample
Question

Rewrite the sentence following the directions given.
Keep in mind that your new sentence should be well written and
should have essentially the same meaning as the sentence given to
you.
Ms. Rose planning to teach a course in biology next summer.
A.
B.
C.
D.

planning
are planning
with a plan
plans
12

Correct answer (D)
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WritePlacer
After taking ACCUPLACER Sentence Skills two (2) times and scoring 40-75 on one or
both attempts, a student may take the WritePlacer free of charge one time for a
higher placement.
WritePlacer is an on-demand computer-based essay giving you an opportunity to
show how eﬀectively you can develop and express your ideas in writing.
Scoring will be based on:
Purpose and Focus

Organization and
Structure

Development and
Support

Sentence Variety
and Style

Mechanical
13
Conventions

Critical Thinking
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Math

Everyone begins the Math section
of ACCUPLACER by taking the
Elementary Algebra Test.

Elementary Algebra

Depending on how you
do you may be routed to
a second test. It will be
either an Arithmetic test
or College Level Math
test.

Arithmetic

14

College Level
Math
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Calculators
• Proctor will provide the student with scratch paper to work out
their solutions.
• Some, but not all, of the math questions contain pop-up
calculators for students to use to aid in solving the problem
asked. If a question is conﬁgured to allow for the use of a
calculator, the calculator icon will appear in the top right corner
of the screen.
• No other calculator will be allowed.
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Algebra

The ACCUPLACER Elementary Algebra test measures your ability to
perform basic algebraic operations and to solve elementary
algebraic concepts.

Real Numbers

Word Problems &
Applications

Linear Equations

Inequalities &
Systems

Quadratic
Expressions &
Equations

Algebraic
Expressions &
Equations

16
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Algebra
Sample Question
Solve the following problem. (Scratch paper will be provided.)

2x + 3x + y =
A.
B.
C.
D.

6xy
5x + y
5(x + y)
6x + y

17

Correct answer (B)
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Arithmetic

The ACCUPLACER Arithmetic test measures your ability to perform basic
arithmetic operations and to solve problems involving fundamental
arithmetic concepts.

Integers & Fractions

Decimal Numbers

Word Problems &
Applications

Percentages

Estimation, Ordering &
Number Sense

18
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Arithmetic
Sample Question
Solve the following problem. (Scratch paper will be provided.)

32 is 40% of what number?

A.
B.
C.
D.

A.
B.
C.
D.

12.8
128
80
800
Correct answer (C)
19
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College Level Math

This test assesses skills ranging from intermediate algebra through
pre-calculus. Expect to see the following concepts covered on this
portion of the test:
02-4355
Algebraic Operations

Coordinate Geometry

Solutions of Equations
and Inequalities

Determinants
20

Functions and
Trigonometry
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College Level Math
Sample Question
Solve the following problem. (Scratch paper will be provided.)
If 𝑓(𝑥)=2𝑥+1 𝑎𝑛𝑑 𝑔(𝑥)=𝑥−1/2 , 𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑛 𝑓(𝑔(𝑥))=
A. x
B. 𝑥−1/4𝑥+2
C. 4𝑥+2/𝑥−1
D. 5𝑥+1/2
E. (2𝑥+1)(𝑥−1)/2
Correct answer (A)
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Re-Testing

• Everyone has one opportunity to re-take all or part of the
ACCUPLACER Placement Test one additional time at a fee of
$5.00 per subject. (High school students should speak with
testing center staﬀ regarding retest options.)
• If you placed into a course numbered under 100, such as RDG
099 or MTH 091, you should deﬁnitely plan to re-test for possible
higher placement ﬁrst – before registering for classes.
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Preparing for the ACCUPLACER

Students who spend time learning about the test and reviewing sample questions have better success.
Reduce your test anxiety

•
•
•

•

Approach the exam with
conﬁdence
Be well-rested
Be sure to eat
something before the
test
Allow yourself plenty of
time – Approximately
two hours

Review sample questions
from these websites:

•

https://
accuplacerpractice.college
board.org/login

•

http://
www.rockvalleycollege.ed
u/Admission/Testing/
accuplacerprep.cfm

Meet with a tutor

Contact the Tutoring
Center to schedule 50
minute tutoring
sessions:
815-921-2370

•

